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Sonor FAVLENER and Gronae Sassen, A 


Printers and Book ſellers. 


ShrweTE, 


HAT your Petitioners, * b Book: 2 
Fellers, call God to Witneſs, that they - 


are not prempted oy any deſire of Gain, 


to this their humble Ap PP lication, being able 
e 


(Bleſſed be God) in cafe their Trade ſhould 
intirely fail, to 11 decently, and reputably up- 
on nothing, as many of their betters are known . 


to do; but that it proceeds fingly from their . 
regard oe the ee ag. r of * 


Metropolis. 


Your Petitioners can 1 truth aſſert, Y 3 
they have not for a conſiderable Time 


paſt ſol 
any Books, (though they have at'wvery — 
* provided themſelyes with the wort) 
| "th Fs "— 
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B eh 
excepting ſome few old Sermons againſt Popery, - - 
_ 2nd the neweſt Country Dance. 8 
Four Petitioners are as ſenſible as any of your 
Honours can be, of the little uſe, and impor- 
tance of that Learning and Knowledge that is 
contained in Books, and would not be miſun- 
derſtood to recommend to your Honours the 
uſeleſs drudgery of reading, which would top 
much break in upon your precioùs time. But 
your Petitioners beg leave to ſuggeſt that, as the 
reputation of ſome Learning is as honourable 
toa Nation abroad, as the reality of it could þe 
prejudicial at home; it might poſſibly not. be 
amiſs to keep up the outward appearances of it, 
by not ſuffering your Petitioners, to ſhut up 
their Shops for want of Cuſtomers, | * 


Vour Petitioners humbly conceive, that as 
reading is by no means the neceſſiry conſe- 
guence of buying Books, Perſons even of the 
_ firſt Rank might encourage Trade, without the 
leaſt danger to themſelves, many valuable Li- 
braries having formerly been purchaſed by Per- 
ſons of Rank infinitely above looking into em. 


Tour Petitioners take upon em to prove, 
that a certain number of Books, if well choſen, 

are cheaper Furniture and wear longer, than a 
good Genes Damaſk. One thouſand Books, if 
collected by the Joyner, will, together with the 

proper Wainſcot Ornaments, Shelves and Pat- 
litions,  compleatly furniſh one large Room, 
which Booksone with another, need not exceed 
„„ 25 i * 5 f two 


; 


6 | 
two Shillings a piece, amounting in all to one 
hundred Pounds; whereas two hundred of Ge- 
noa Damaſk, which we take to be the leaſt, at 
fourteen Shilli ber Yard, which we take to 
be the loweſt Price, will amount to one hun- 
dred and forty Pounds. So that re 
to be a wet ſaving of forty Pounds, Not to 
mention many other Savings and Conveniencies . 
which would ariſe to all private Families from 
this kind of Furniture. as having a ſufſi - 
cient quantity of waſte Paper teady at hand for 
the facden exigencies of the Maſter and Miſtreſs; - 
or to lap round Candles; or to light the Tea- 
Lamp; or to make bottoms to wind Worſteds 
upon; or to pin up Miſs's Hair; or to make 
Kites for young Maſters; or to wet and put up: 
on his Forehead when he falls down and cries, 
or in ſhort, for a Thouſand other Purpoſes, for 
which, Paper has of late been found much more 
uſeful, than for the old Ones of Reading and 
Writing, an Advantage peculiar to this Kind of 
Furniture, where even the Wear and Tear are 
„ +6 - CIR | 
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Vour Petitioners now beg leave to obviate the 
only Objections, which they conceive can be 
made to their Propoſal. as 
iſt. That Books ſo near at Hand, may ſome 
Times tempt their Owners to throw away ſoume 
of their precious Time, in dipping into em alt 
leaſt were it only to look for the Pictures. But 
this we Apprehend to have no Weight, conſider-. 
ing how fly and how neceſſarily, all the _— 5 8 
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of the Day, and many of the Night are at Pre- 
employ'd; and that the laſt ten Hours of 
every Day effeQually, Prevent any Danger of 
hat kind. tha nem Morning, by rendering the 
Head too Solid for ſuch trifiing Amuſements, 


2dly. That as Reading,” implies a want of 
natural Vivacity and Invention. A Gentleman 
be reflected upon, if he were known to 
have Books in his Foſſeffion, and be ſuſpected 


of and DulIneſs. But we Conceive 
that fo groundleſs a Sufpicion not prevail 
long, and that the injur d Perſc would ſoon re- 


move it; by the Native and Noble Simplicity 
of his Converfation. 


3dly. That this Innovation might pave the 
Way for athers of a mare dangerous Nature, 
and by Degrees, introduce ſorne Encouragement 


of other Arts and Manufactures among ourſelves, 


to the great detriment of our Neighbours, and 


- the dimination of the Duties upon — — 


This danger we N will Appear 


Remote, 15 not abſolutely Chimerieall wig | 


thoſe, who have ſeen = known the noble 


Stand, that has been ſo long and fo gloriouſly 
made, by the Nobility and Gefitry, of both 
Sexes in this Capital, _ indeed, throughout 
the whole Kingdom, againſt any Attempts of 
that Nature, Moreover, if requir'd, we will 


give Security, that the Books, Bindings, Bun 
and Contents, ſhall be all Foreign. . 


Hwing thus as we humbly apprehend, obvi- 
ated all the Objections that can LIT be urg'd 
= 4 againſt 
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againſt our Propoſal, 8 Seeed to l the 
Feral itſelf before — 2 


The Number of Inhabitants ofthisgrearCity, 
ata moderateComputation, i is ſuppoſcdroampont 


Souls, one may 


below Reading, that is, who cannot Read. One 
may further deduct 40,000 more, who ought 
not to Read; ſuch as Tradeſmen, Whores, Cu- 
rates, Subalterns, &c, then there will remain 
40,000, who can Read, might Read af 
pleas'd, but who don't "huſe to Read. 

as the Nobility, 'Gentry, dignified Clergy, ſu- 
Aperior Officers, Civil and Military; and in ge- 


neral, all ſuch as are ſtyld People of Faſhion, 
and who are above Reading, 


To this latter Claſs, we Aaldreſs ourſelves, 
and humbly propoſe, that theythould come in- 2 
to a Subſcription, to take each four Books per . 
Annum, ſuch as they ſhall chuſe, at three Shil- 
 lings and fix Pence per Book, at an Avara 
which will Amount in all, to but fourteen $ * 
lings a Year, which though a very inconſider- 
able Sum to each Individual, and little exceed- 
ing four Bottles of Claret; Amounts in the 
whole to 28,000 Pounds, out of which Sum, 
upon the Faith of Chriſtians, we only Deſire 
the ſmall Profit of the odd 8, o00 Pounds. A 
trifling <a r compar'd to the Honour 
and Nane which this City will receive from it, 
and which, if 1 e dare ſo much, it wants a lit- 


| tle. 


(5). 


ule, It would gs us to colle& che m 
Modern Sarcaſms, that have been beſtowꝰ'd u pon 


our Dear Country u n this ſcore ; we will 


 thetefore only tranſcri in Latin, for the fake 
of Secr 


ecy, what we are told, Tacitus in the 


third Bock of his Anhalls of Treland, ſays of 


Dublin, Urbs Omnino inurbana, omnium bo- 


narum Artium plant rudis, Nimio ms Squalore 
er inertia, tantum Infignis. 


Theſe Premiſſes conſider d, your Petitioners 
perſuade themſelves that they ſhall meet with 
all the ne n accordingly will 


For Ever F | 
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